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PREFATORY  NOTE  BY  THE  EDITOR. 


In  the  year  1793?  the  city  of  Philadelphia 
was  vifited  by  the  malignant  difeafe  called  the  Yel¬ 
low  Fever.  Of  a  population  computed  to  be  little 
lefs  than  60,000,  nearly  one-third  of  the  number 
was  fuppofed  to  have  deferted  it  on  that  account  £ 
and  of  thofe  who  remained,  4,044  were  officially 
reported  to  have  died  between  the  ift  of  the  8  th 
month,  and  the  9th  of  the  1 1  th  month. 

The  city  during  this  awful  period,  exhibited 
fcenes  of  mifery  which  the  imagination  of  a  ftranger 
can  fcarcely  conceive.  “  The  ftreets”  (fays  Dr. 
Rufh  in  his  u  Account”)  “  every  where  difcovered 
marks  of  the  diftrefs  that  pervaded  the  city.  More 
than  one-half  of  the  houfes  were  (hut  up,  although 


(  iv  ) 

not  more  than  one-third  of  the  inhabitants  had  fled 
into  the  country.  In  walking  for  many  hundred 
yards,  few  perfons  were  met,  except  fuch  as  were 
in  quell  of  a  phyfician,  a  nurfe,  a  bleeder,  or  the 
men  who  buried  the  dead.  The  hearfe  alone  kept 
up  the  remembrance  of  the  noife  of  carriages  or 
carts  in  the  ftreets.  Funeral  proceflions  were  laid 
afide :  a  black  man,  leading  or  driving  a  hearfe,  with 
a  corpfe  on  a  pair  of  chair  wheels,  with  now  and 
then  half  a  dozen  relations  or  friends  following  at 
a  diftance  from  it,  met  the  eye  in  moll  of  the  llreets 
of  the  city  at  every  hour  of  the  day ;  while  the  noife 
of  the  fame  wheels  palling  flowly  over  the  pave¬ 
ments,  kept  alive  anguilh  and  fear  in  the  flick  and 
well  every  hour  of  the  night.’’  Page  124  et  feq. 

J.  H.  C.  Helmuth,  the  worthy  pallor  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  Lutheran  Congregation,  who  difplayed  an  ex¬ 
emplary  piety  and  fortitude  in  difcharging  the 
duties  of  his  llation  at  this  folemn  crilis,  in  his 
(( Short  Account”  of  it,  fays  “  Thofe  who  were  ft  ill 

well  among  us,  generally  fhewed  how  much  th' 
fear  of  death  opprefled  their  terrified  minds.  Whe 
death  had  robbed  them  of  fome  relation  or  a< 
quaintance,  there  was  fuch  a  mixture  of  melar 
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choly,  of  pain,  of  fadnefs,  and  alfo  of  an  anxious- 
fear  of  the  diforder,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  one  from  the  other.  In  fome,  thefe 
emotions  would  break  out  in  loud  lamentations, 
yea  fhrieks,  which  were  heard  in  our  grave-yards 
by  day  and  by  night,  at  thofe  funerals  where  fear 
would  permit  fome  of  the  neareft  relations  or  ac¬ 
quaintances  to  be  prefent.  Many  of  the  deareil  re¬ 
lations  were  hurried  out  of  the  houfe  as  quick  as 
poiTihle  *,  perhaps  even  before  they  were  cold. 
Coffins  and  graves  were  befpoken  before-hand  for 
fome.  Every  one  wanted  to  be  the  firft  to  have 
his  dead  buried  out  of  his  fight  \  for  immediately 
after  the  death  of  a  fick  perfon,  the  body  would 
turn  to  putrefaction,  and  increafe  the  cadaverous 
fmell  confiderably,  which  had  been  fpread  through 
the  houfe  and  neighbourhood  during  the  ficknefs  : 
the  whole  neighbourhood  generally  infilled  very 
earneltly,  that  the  danger  fhould  be  removed  as 
quick  as  poffible.  Very  few  had  the  courage  to  ap¬ 
proach  a  houfe  where  any  lay  dead;  much  lefs  to 
enter  it.”  p.  33.  He  adds,  p.  40,  “  The  terror  which 
this  diforder  had  fpread  every  where,  was  in  fome 
inftances  heightened  by  its  breaking  out  into  real 
madnefs.  Some  of  thefe  unfortunate  creatures  jump- 

A  3 


<  Vi  ) 

ing  out  of  their  bed,  efcaped  in  the  night-time ; 
and  would  run  fometimes  a  great  didance  from 
their  dwelling  into  another  dreet ;  and  fometimes 
into  a  ftrange  houfe,  if  they  found  one  open.  Add 
to  this,  the  groans  and  lamentations  of  fome  of  the 
dying  ;  which  fometimes  became  fo  loud  as  to  be 
heard  didindlly  in  feveral  adjoining  houfes,  and  in 
the  dreet.  The  external  appearance,  moreover,  of 
thofe  who  met  one  another  in  the  dreet,  increafed 
the  alarm.  They  generally  had  fpunges  or  hand¬ 
kerchiefs  before  their  mouths  and  nofes;  and  fome 
had  the  mouth  entirely  covered :  they  fhunned  each 
other  through  fear  of  being  infedted.  Befides  the 
deep  mourning  which  appeared  in  drefs,  and  the 
didrefs  in  the  countenance,  the  condant  going 
backward  and  forward  of  the  dead  cart ,  efpecially 
its  noife  in  the  night-time,  rendered  the  fituation 

i 

of  the  city  deplorable  beyond  defcription.” 

In  the  u  Narrative”  publifhed  by  Abfalom  Jones 
and  Richard  Allen,  two  black  men  who  were  meri¬ 
toriously  and  much  employed  as  nurfes  of  the  fick, 
in  burying  the  dead,  & c.  and  in  which  they  exhibit 
yet  more  minute  details  of  the  extremities  to  which 
many  were  reduced;  they  fay  (page  17)“  When  the 
mortality  came  to  its  greateft  dage,  it  was  impof- 
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fible  to  procure  fufficient  afliftance:  therefore  many, 
whofe  friends  and  relations  had  left  them,  died  un- 
feen  and  unaffiftedo  We  have  found  them  in  va¬ 
rious  lituations  *3  fome  lying  on  the  floor,  without 
any  appearance  of  their  having  had  even  a  drink  of 
water  for  their  relief ;  others  lying  on  a  bed  with 
their  cloaths  on,  as  if  they  had  come  in  fatigued 
and  lain  down  to  reft :  fome  appeared  as  if  they 
had  fallen  dead  on  the  floor,  from  the  pofition  we 
found  them  in.” — Again,  page  18,  “  Several  affe£b- 
ing  inflances  occurred  when  we  were  engaged  in 
burying  the  dead.  We  have  been  called  to  bury 
fome,  who  when  we  came,  we  found  alive.  At 
other  places  we  found  a  parent  dead,  and  none  but 
little  innocent  babes  to  be  feen,  whofe  ignorance 
led  them  to  think  their  parent  was  afleep  :  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  fituation  and  their  little  prattle,  we 
have  been  fo  wounded,  and  our  feelings  fo  hurt, 
that  we  almofi:  concluded  to  withdraw  from  our 
undertaking ;  but  feeing  others  fo  backward,  we 
ftill  went  on.” 

Such  were  the  fcenes  which  occafioned  the  Soli¬ 
loquies  now  firft  committed  to  the  prefs;  and 
amidft  which  the  writer  was  evidently  endued  with 
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the  refignation  and  fortitude  which  a  humble  but 
firm  confidence  in  the  Divine  mercy  and  power 
could  only  infpire.  Written  under  the  awful  im- 
preflions  of  the  moment,  they  evince  a  pious  fere- 
nity  under  the  afflictive  difpenfation,  and  that  in  his 
happy  experience,  <c  The  work  of  righteoufnefs  is 
peace,  and  its  effedt  quietnefs  and  afiurance  for 
ever.” 

A  manufcript  copy  reached  England  foon  after 
the  writer’s  deceafe,  and  the  inclination  for  copies 
of  it,  manifefted  by  ferious  perfons  of  different 
religious  denominations,  as  well  as  a  wifh  to  avoid 
the  inaccuracies  too  frequently  on  fuch  occafions 
multiplied  by  the  pen,  induced  the  Editor  to  hope 
(as  he  had  heard  was  intended)  that  it  would  have 
been  printed  in  Philadelphia.  Difappointed  in  this 
hope,  he  prefumes  fuch  motives  will  fufficiently 
apologize  to  the  furviving  family  of  the  deceafed, 
for  the  liberty  taken  in  the  prefent  publication  ;  and 
with  the  more  confidence,  when  he  confelTes  that 
a  perfonal  acquaintance  with  the  author,  has  inclined 
him  to  add  his  tefiimony,  to  that  already  annexed 
by  his  worthy  widow,  to  the  value  of  a  man,  whofe 
endeavours,  he  believes,  were  uniformly  directed 
to  the  difcharge  of  his  religious  and  focial  duties. 


(  ix  ) 

To  fome,  the  publication  may  now  appear  to  be 
unfeafonable ;  and  efpecially  fo  in  a  country,  which 
has  not  latterly  experienced  a  fimilar  fcourge.  As 
mere  intelligence  of  the  events  alluded  to,  this  ob¬ 
jection  may  apply,  but  it  cannot,  at  any  time,  be 
unfeafonable  to  excite  attention  to  the  ferious  con- 
liderations  fuggeded  in  thefe  pages :  either  fooner 
or  later,  they  mud  more  or  lefs  forcibly  intrude  on 
every  individual,  in  the  contemplation  of  mortality 
and  a  fucceeding  date  of  exidence  •,  whether  we 
are  impelled  to  it  by  circumdances  more  or  lefs 
common  or  extraordinary,  either  as  perfonally  affec¬ 
ting  ourfelves,  or  other  members  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  we  live  in.  To  the  longed  liver,  time  is  fhort 
and  altogether  uncertain  j  and  thofe  who  bed  ap¬ 
preciate  its  value,  will  the  mod  readily  conclude 
with  the  royal  preacher,  (C  That  it  is  better  to  go 
to  the  houfe  of  mourning,  than  to  the  houfe  of 
feadingj  for  that  is  the  end  of  all  men  j  and  the 
living  will  lay  it  to  his  heart. — Ecclef.  vii.  2, 

London,  8th  mo>  26,  1803. 
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MEDITATIONS,  &c. 


Second  day  of  the  week, 
the  1 6th  of  the  9th  Mo.  1793. 

In  times  molt  gloomy,  when  nothing 
appears  pleafant,  when  every  fuccour  fails,  when 
difeafe  and  death  ftare  us  in  the  face,  when  the 
mountains  hang  over  our  heads,  juft  ready  to  fall, 
and  only  waiting  the  nod  of  Him  who  is  ftrong 
and  mighty,  and  directs  the  when  and  where ;  in 
times  like  thefe,  to  have  a  truft,  a  firm  unftiaken 
truft,  that  whatever  is  our  lot,  it  Is  appointed  by 
Him  who  has  long  bountifully  meted  out  bleffings 
to  his  people,  and  with  a  fatherly  care  watched 
over  his  heritage,  although  they  have  backflidden 
far  from  the  paths  of  fafety,  yet  hath  he  intreated 
them  to  return  $  but  it  is  to  be  feared  too  many 
have  turned  a  deaf  ear,  and  revolted  more  and 
more,  until  there  has  been  no  hope: — in  fuch 
times,  to  witnefs  IfraeFs  God  to.  be  our  hope,  and 
have  no  other  fuccour  or  ftay  but  this,  is  a  bleffing 
which  is  not,  in  our  own  time,  attainable.  But  it  is 
vouchfafed  to  thofe  who  in  times  of  profperity  have 
cleaved  to  Him,  who  hath  emphatically  promifed 
to  take  care  of  the  fatherlefs,  and  encouraged  the 
widow  of  the  upright  to  truft  in  Him  for  fuccour 
and  deliverance  in  feafons  of  diftrefs  ! 
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The  foregoing  reflexions  were  occafioned  by  a 
confederation  of  the  awful  fituation  in  which  we 
are  now  placed  ;  when  deaths  are  far  more  frequent 
than  were  ever  known  in  this  city ;  when  a  man 
fears  to  vifit  his  neighbour  on  account  of  the 
prefent  alarming  difeafe ;  when  we  hourly  hear  of 
our  friends  and  neighbours  being  ftruck  by  the 
cold  hand  of  death,  even  without  experiencing  the 
balm  of  parental  or  filial  help  and  fympathy;  when 
in  many  inftances,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  poor  at 
Ieaft,  have  been  fuffered  to  pafs  away  without  the 
common  comforts  of  life,  and  that  medical  affift- 
ance  which,  in  times  of  profperity,  were  handed 
forth  by  the  humane  and  compaffionate.  But  now, 
alas  !  the  iovful  city  is  become  almoft  defolate  ;  and 
(he  that  was  great  in  traffic,  is  much  forfaken!  For 
all  this,  mine  eyes,  yea  mine  eyes,  as  did  thofe  of  the 
mournful  prophet  formerly,  run  down  with  tears, 
“  for  the  fain  of  the  daughter  of  my  people  and 
a  breathing  cry  breaks  forth,  “  Lord  !  how  long 
wilt  thou  thus  be  angry,  and  not  pity  !  O  Lord  ! 
turn  thou  again  and  fave  us  ;  for  without  thy  all- 
powerful  aid,  in  vain  is  the  help  of  man  !” 

Third  day,  the  1 7th. — “  Morning  by  morning 
he  wakeneth  mine  ear  to  hear  as  the  learned.”  He 
openeth  my  ear,  and  I  hope  I  am  not  rebellious. 
Every  morning  I  hear  the  detail  of  deaths  *,  of  fome 
being  numbered  to  the  filent  enclofure  of  the  grave: 
and  what  does  all  this  fay,  but  with  loud  rever- 
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deration,  (<  Be  thou  alfo  ready  •,  for  in  fuch  an 
hour  as  thou  mayeft  not  think  of,  the  Son  oi 
Man  cometh  ?” 

On  feeing  my  family  together  and  well  thh 
morning,  thankfgiving  arofe  in  my  heart  to  Him 
from  whom  every  blefling  proceeds ;  in  whofe 
hands  we  are,  and  whofe  parental  care  over  his 
heritage  nothing  can  exceed.  May  I,  while  I  live, 
(be  that  time  long  or  fhort)  return  Him  the  praife 
of  all  his  works  j  for  it  is  they  only  which  can 
praife  Him! 

Sixth  day,  the  20th. — What  an  additional  blef- 
ling  !  Got  up  this  morning,  and  found  all  well. 
This  certainly  calls  for  returns  of  gratitude  and 
praife  to  the  Lord,  the  giver  of  every  good  and 
perfedf  gift,  who  in  the  midft  of  judgment  is  ft  ill 
(hewing  mercy ;  for  which,  and  all  his  manifold 
blefiings,  may  my  foul  praife  Him  while  I  have  a 
being,  and  never  do  any  thing  to  grieve  his  fpirit 
in  me !  “  Some  truft  in  chariots,  and  feme  in 
horfes,”  but  I  will  put  my  confidence  in  the  never 
failing  power  of  the  Almighty,  who  can  visit  in 
judgment,  and  in  the  midft  thereof  remembers 
mercy  *,  who  can  give  the  righteous  hope  in 
their  death,  even  an  unftiaken  hope,  that  although 
the  end  of  all  things  be  at  hand,  as  to  this  trouble- 
fome  and  unftable  world,  yet  that  after  death  there 
is  a  manfion  prepared  for  all  thofe  who  love  the 
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appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  his  fon  Jefiis 
Chrift,  (i  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal.” 

Many  {till  continue  to  be  removed  by  death  ;  and 
none  know  whofe  turn  will  be  next.  This  great 
plain  dealer  vifits  alike  the  humble  cottage  and  the 
iplendid  dome,  and  executes  his  commiffion  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  divine  will.  Whether  it  come  to 
my  turn  foon,  or  I  may  be  permitted  to  live  longer, 
may  the  language  of  my  heart  be,  O  Lord  !  thy 
will  be  done,  and  not  mine  !  And  if  my  life  fhould 
dill  be  lengthened  out,  may  I,  with  more  dedi¬ 
cation  of  heart,  ferve  the  Lord,  knowing  that  the 
moft  perfedf  obedience  is  due  to  Him,  who  gave 
life,  breath  and  being,  with  every  additional  blef- 
fmg;  and  as  he  gave,  fo  hath  he,  mod  undoubtedly, 
a  right  to  take  away  at  his  pleafure.  May  I  again 
in  fmcerity  fay,  Lord,  a  thy  will,  and  not  mine,  be 
done !  ”  Amen. 

Seventh  day,  the  2  id. — <c  Morning  by  morning, 
he  wakeneth  mv  ear  to  hear  as  the  learned,”  was 
again  revived  in  my  mind  this  morning.  In  times 
like  the  prefent,  a  difpofition  to  hear  and  receive 
indrucrion  by  the  rod  when  it  is  held  out,  and 
chaftifement  threatened,  it  is  our  duty  to  drive 
after  j  for  as  we  are  adured  that  the  Lord  doth 
not  willingly  grieve  the  children  of  men,  but  in 
mercy,  with  a  view  to  their  furtherance  in  the  way 
of  peace  *,  fo  we  may  hope,  that  when  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  chaftifement  is  inflidled  are  accom- 
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plifhed,  the  Almighty  will  flay  the  threatening 
fword,  and  gracioufly  fay,  <c  It  is  enough.”  This 
accompliihment  of  his  gracious  purpofes,  I  wifh 
to  be  more  and  more  perfected  in  myfelf  *,  and  that 
the  fruits  of  the  fpirit  may  more  and  more  appear 
to  be  “  unto  holinefs,  and  the  end  everlaftingdife 
and  I  have  no  doubt  this  will  be  the  cafe  with  all 
thofe  who  are  rightly  exercifed  under  the  judg¬ 
ments  now  prevailing.  Oh  !  for  an  addition  to  my 
flock  of  patience  *  and  that  a  {fate  of  more  perfect 
refignation  may  be  experienced  !  Then,  confidence 
to  meet  whatever  trials  the  Almighty  may  permit, 
will  be  my  joyful  experience  ;  and  in  the  midft  of 
them  to  fay,  “  Thy  will,  O  Lord,  not  mine,  be 
done  !”  be  my  happy  portions 

Firfl  day,  the  22d.— On  hearing  of  the  death  and 
burial  (laft  night)  of  a  near  neighbour,  who,  it  is 
faid,  was  down  flairs  yeflerday,  and  then  thought 
to  be  better,  the  cry  of  my  foul  was,  O  Lord  ! 
thou  knoweft  how  long,  and  indeed  none  elfe 
knows  how  long,  thefe  judgments  will  laft,  or  to 
what  extent  they  may  be  fuffered  !  Be  this  as  it 
may,  to  endeavour  to  make  the  foie  Arbiter  of  the 
univerfe  our  friend,  and  by  humiliation  and  prof- 
tration  of  foul,  to  lay  ourfelves  at  his  footftool,  and 
truft  to  His  mercy  who  hath  faid,  “  I  will  have 
mercy,  and  not  facrifice,”  is  all,  and  furely  the 
beft,  that  poor  frail  mortals  can  do  at  any  time ; 
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and  more  efpecially  in  times  like  thefe,  when  none 
of  us  can  promife  ourfelves  another  day. 

The  folemn  fummons  is  fo  loudly  and  fo  fre- 
quenty  heard,  “  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God,”  that  I 
wonder  any  of  us  can  be  carelefs  or  indifferent, 
and  not  with  all  diligence  fet  about  an  adjuflment 
of  our  accounts,  that  we  may  be  ready  to  anfwer 
the  fummons  whenever  it  may  be  awfully  founded 
in  our  ears,  "  Steward,  give  up  thy  ftewardfhip, 
for  thou  mayeft  be  fteward  no  longer.”  Should 
this  folemn  call  apply  to  us  at  midnight,  cock-crow, 
or  at  the  dawn  of  day,  how  defirable  to  be  ready  *, 
and  to  have  the  fubmiffive  language  to  hold  forth, 
which  fome  at  fuch  a  time  have  been  enabled  to 
adopt,  even  “  Come,  Lord  Jefus  !  come  quickly  ♦, 
thy  fervant  is  ready  !”  Thofe  who  are  thus  pre¬ 
pared,  have  good  caufe  to  hope  they  {hall  hear  the 
gracious  command  we  read  of,  st  Open  ye  the 
gates,  that  the  righteous  nation  which  keepeth  the 
truth  may  enter  in  !” 

Second  day,  the  23d. — On  ruminating  this  morn¬ 
ing  on  the  difficulties  and  dangers  that  threaten, 
and  the  frequent  deaths  near  and  iurrounding  us, 
I  was  fweetly  comforted  before  I  left  my  chamber, 
with  the  confirming  language  formerly  uttered. 

The  Lord  on  high  is  mightier  than  the  noife  of 
many  waters,  yea,  than  the  mighty  waves  of  the 
fea.”  The  fea  of  difficulty,  indeed,  at  this  time 
runs  awfully  high :  but  to  be  affured  that  n®  evil 
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can  happen  to  us  but  by  the  Almighty’s  permiffion, 
is  truly  Strengthening.  u  Are  ye  not,  then,  of 
more  value  than  many  fparrows  ?”  and  not  one, 
even  of  thefe,  we  are  affured,  falls  to  the  ground, 
without  the  notice  of  that  all-powerful  Being  who 
rules  in  heaven  and  in  the  kingdoms  of  men ;  and, 
as  we  read,  cc  doeth  whatfoever  pleafeth  him/’ 
This  being  the  time  of  our  annual  Solemnity,  it 
is  affedling  to  fee  the  fmallnefs  of  the  meetings 
appointed  for  worfhip  •,  not  larger  than  ufuai,  at: 
other  times,  on  the  common  days  of  the  week,  al¬ 
though  the  number  of  Friends  is  now  increafed  by 
thofe  from  the  country.  Thefe,  notwithstanding 
the  even  exaggerated  accounts  Spread  there,  of  the 
ficknefs  and  diftrefs  prevalent  in  this  city,  have 
come,  as  with  their  lives  in  their  hands,  to  attend 
the  Service  of  the  Yearly  Meeting.  May  they  up¬ 
rightly  maintain  their  faith  in  that  arm  which  is  alone 
able  to  preferve,  and  not  look  out  to  the  difcourager  ! 
Then,  I  hope  and  believe,  they  will  be  preferved 
on  the  immutable  foundation ;  and  although  the 
fea  may  roar,  yet  it  (hall  not  prevail.  Although  gulf 
rife  on  gulf,  and  threaten  the  overthrow  of  thefe, 
yet,  as  their  trull  is  on  the  arm  of  Omnipo¬ 
tence,  they  will  not  be  Suffered  to  be  overwhelmed. 
Their  intention  being  to  promote  the  rightly  up¬ 
holding  of  the  law  and  the  teftimony,  it  will  be 
bleffed  :  and  although  it  Should  happen  that  feme 
may  lofe  their  natural  lives  in  the  conflict,  in  what 
better  caufe  can  they  lofe  them,  than  when  en~ 
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:avouring,  to  the  beft  of  their  underftanding,  to 
steady  the  ark*,  not  in  their  own  wills,  like  Uzza, 
who  put  forth  his  hand  unbidden,  and  was  there¬ 
fore  fmitten  that  he  died;  but  thefe,  waiting  the 
appointed  time,  and  the  Lord’s  putting  forth,  may 
be  helpers  in  the  great  work  of  religion  ;  to  the 
leading  forward  of  the  willing ;  the  (Lengthening 
and  confirming  of  the  weak  and  wavering;  and,  in 
fhort,  be  made  a  bleffing  to  the  whole  heritage,  in 
this  time  of  feparation,  experienced  in  the  camp  of 
Ifrael. 

Second  day  evening.— I  have  attended  this  day 
two  fittings  of  the  Yearly  Meeting:  fuch  an  one 
I  never  before  knew ;  fo  (mail  with  refpedf  to 
both  country  and  city  friends,  upwards  of  eighty  of 
the  appointed  reprefentatives  being  abfent ;  one  of 
them  removed  by  death,  and  feveral  prevented  from 
attending  by  the  ficknefs  of  themfelves  or  of  their 
families ;  but  moft  fuppofed  to  be  prevented  by  the 
outward  profpeft  of  things.  Indeed  this  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at,  but  rather  that  fo  many  have  been 
encouraged  to  attend.  Surely  nothing  but  a  firm 
reliance  on  the  never-failing  arm  of  Omnipotence, 
could  bear  up  under  the  profpedf  of  danger  incurred 
by  attendance  at  this  time:  a  righteous  zeal!  may 
it  be  bleffed  !  For  indeed,  without  the  divine  blef- 
'ng,  all  will  fail.  Paul  may  plant,  and  Apollos 
aay  water ;  but  unlefs  God  give  the  increafe,  the 
xertions  oi  $nan,  as  man,  will  be  of  no  avaii  in 
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ere£Hng  or  repairing  the  city  which  the  Almighty 
is  about  to  build,  even  Jerufalem,  which  is  to  be 
the  praife  of  the  whole  earth.  “  Peace  be  within 
thy  walls,  and  profperity  within  thy  palaces  I”  The 
profpedt  without  is  truly  difcouraging ;  many  are 
taken  lick,  deaths  are  frequent,  and  fome  of  our 
friends  and  acquaintances  removed,  whom  we  had 
fcarcely  heard  of  being  lick  :  in  fhort,  reviving  the 
language  formerly  uttered,  “  Except  the  Lord 
build  the  houfe,  they  labour  in  vain  that  build  it : 
except  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the  watchman 
waketh  but  in  vain.” 

Third  day,  the  24th,  A.  M.—  Outward  profpe&s 
Hill  gloomy ;  many  deaths  announced  5  no  trull 
for  deliverance  valid,  but  on  the  arm  of  Omnipo¬ 
tence  ;  on  which  never-failing  power,  may  myfelf 
and  mine  ever  depend  !  Then,  come  what  will 
come,  having  made  the  Almighty  our  only  refuge, 
I  have  a  fecret  hope  that  all  will  be  well,  either  in 
life  or  death.  My  family  yet  mercifully  preferved 
in  good  health  ;  what  a  bleffing  ! 

Fourth  day,  the  25th,  P.  M. — On  returning  from 
meeting  this  evening,  with  my  mind  much  turned 
inward,  meditating  on  the  awfulnefs  of  outward 
profpedls,  a  prayer  or  fhort  ejaculation  arofe. 
Lord,  take  thine  own  work  into  thine  own  hand ; 
do  with  me  what  thou  wilt,  and  make  of  me  what 
thou  pleafeft,  fo  that  I  may  be  but  thine !  This 
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experience,  truly  witnefled  and  lived  in  conpLantly, 
what  peace  of  mind  would  enfue  !  The  fluctuating 
things  of  this  world  would  not  then  fo  unfettle  the 
mind,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe  :  Oh  then  for  refig- 
nation !  That  fweet  and  longed  for  experience 
would  be  more  poflefled,  and  a  well  grounded 
hope,  at  times  attained,  that  come  what  will,  or  may 
come  as  to  the  outward,  all  will  be  well  at  the  laft. 
And  although  all  that  is  near  and  dear  in  this 
world  may  be  parted  with  and  given  up,  yet  the 
foul  that  knows  the  Lord  to  have  redeemed  it  from 
death,  will  polTefs  all  that  is  worth  feeking  for  or 
coveting.  That  this  may  more  and  more  be  my 
delightful  purfuit,  be  my  time  long  or  fhort  in  this 
vale  of  tears,  is  my  mod;  ardent  defire. 

Fifth  day,  the  26th. — After  a  folemn  fitting, 
and  divers  weighty  remarks  made,  the  Yearly 
Meeting  adjourned  to  the  ufual  time  next  year. 
A  good  degree  of  folemnity  has,  indeed,  been  ex¬ 
perienced  in  its  various  fittings,  and  I  hope  will 
accompany  all  the  members  when  diftantly  fepa- 
rated.  And  may  this  time  of  humiliation  be  ever 
remembered  by  me  to  profit,  whether  my  allot¬ 
ment  in  this  life  be  long  or  fnort  •,  this  is  only 
known  to  Omnifcience  !  My  family  at  prefent  well: 
v/hat  a  mercy  in  a  time  of  calamity  like  the  prefent ! 
and  my  foul,  in  humble  proftration,  returns  thanks 
to  the  Almighty,  and  adores  his  great  and  excel¬ 
lent  name. 
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Sixth  day,  the  27th.- — This  day  I  attended  the 
Monthly  Meeting,  which  was  very  {mail;  the  moft 
fo  that  I  remember.  It  was  a  folemn  time ;  but 
fo  many  were  abfent,  that  moft  of  the  bulinefs  was 
unavoidably  deferred  to  a  future  meeting.  The  fick- 
nefs  and  mortality  do  not  abate :  we  fee  that  the 
Almighty  has  arifen  like  a  (<  mighty  man  of  war 
and  (hews  by  this  difplay  of  his  power,  that  all 
nations,  to  his  omnipotence,  are  but  as  nothing ; 
and  that  if  he  but  “  whet  his  glittering  fword, 
and  his  hand  take  hold  on  judgment,”  all  nations 
rnuft  fall  before  him.  But  thanks  be  to  his  ever 
adorable  name  !  his  attribute  of  mercy  is  not  ex« 
tincl ;  and  I  humbly  hope,  through  the  interceffton 
of  our  glorious  Mediator,  never  will  be  fo  to  his 
creation,  mankind.  With  a  fatherly  care  he  chaf- 
tifes  for  their  fins ;  and  as  a  Father  doth  his  child, 
intreats  them  to  return  from  the  evil  of  their  ways, 
and  live.  u  Return  unto  me,  and  I  will  return 
unto  you,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts and  u  I  will 
be  a  father  unto  you,  and  ye  (hall  be  my  fons  and 
daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty  !  ”  Again,  the 
call  of  the  Lord  very  emphatically  is,  i(  Turn  ye, 
turn  ye  from  your  evil  ways ;  for  why  will  ye  die, 
O  houfe  of  Ifrael !”  In  the  cafe  of  the  Ninevites, 
who  repented  at  the  preaching  of  Jonah,  the  Lord 
is  faid  to  have  M  repented  of  the  evil”  denounced 
againft  them  by  Jonah  at  his  command,  and  turned 
<£  awray  from  his  fierce  anger.” 

Oh !  would  the  people  of  this  city  generally 
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humble  themfelves,  there  might  yet  be  hope  that 
he  would  turn  thefe  judgments,  and  fay  to  the 
deftroying  angel,  “  It  is  enough  !”  I  have  no 
doubt  but  many  tender-hearted  people  go  bowed 
down,  as  all  the  day  long,  calling  upon  the  Lord 
for  mercy ;  and  not  for  themfelves  only,  but  for 
their  children ;  yea,  for  mankind  generally :  and 
oh!  that  the  prayers  of  thefe  may  arife  as  incenfe 
before  his  adorable  throne  !  Hear  thou  from  heaven, 
moft  gracious  God  !  and  forgive,  I  befeech  thee, 
my  fins  and  omilfions,  with  thofe  of  my  family ! 
And,  if  it  be  thy  holy  will,  forgive  not  only  thefe, 
but  I  pray  thee,  living  Father  !  forgive  for  thy 
Son’s  fake,  the  fins  of  this  people  ;  for  they  are 
indeed  many  ! — We  acknowledge  our  manifold 
tranfgreffions,  and  that  we  are  not  worthy  of  the 
leaft  of  thy  mercies ;  but  we  accept  them  at  thy 
hand  as  the  free  gift  of  thy  ever  adorable  bounty  ! 
Leave  us  not,  O  Lord  !  to  perifii ;  but  for  Jefus’s 
fake  look  down  in  pity  and  forgive;  left  the  heathen, 
and  thofe  who  look  not  towards  thy  holy  temple, 
fhould  exult,  and  tauntingly  fay,  Where  is  now 
their  God? — Oh,  Lord  God  Almighty!  ftretch 
forth  thy  hand,  and  help,  if  it  be  thy  holy  will ! 
Say  but  the  word,  and  it  is  obeyed  !  All  power  is 
with  thee  !  Thou  it  is  that  haft  done  it ;  and  who 
{hall  dare  to  fay,  What  doeft  thou  ?  All  might, 
power,  majefty  and  dominion  belong  to  thee;  to 
whom  be  the  praife,  the  glory  and  the  honour, 
both  now,  henceforth,  and  for  evermore.  Amen  ! 
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Seventh  day,  the  28th. — On  ruminating  upon  the 
many  difficulties  and  trials  attendant  on  this  pil¬ 
grimage,  the  following  encouraging  paffage  of 
fcripture,  in  a  very  lively  manner  occurred,  or  was 
prefented  to  my  mind ;  cc  Many  are  the  afflictions 
of  the  righteous  ;  but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out 
of  them  all in  his  own  time  he  will  certainly 
deliver ;  and  although  not  always  in  the  way  mod: 
pleafant  to  fleffl  and  blood,  yet  as  it  is  his  deliver¬ 
ance,  he  hath  a  right  to  prefcribe  the  mode  or 
manner,  and  it  is  certainly  our  duty  to  fubmit 
willingly  *,  and  fubmit  we  mult,  either  in  mercy  or 
judgment,  for  to  his  name  every  knee  fflall  bow. 

Second  day,  the  30th. — Oh  !  the  breadth,  and 
length,  and  depth,  and  height  of  the  love  of  God 
in  Chrill  Jefus  our  Lord  !  Who  can  fet  it  forth  to 
the  full !  Shall  tribulation,  or  perfecution,  or  diftrefs, 
feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  ? 
If  none  of  thefe  drive  us  nearer,  or  unite  us  more 
clofely  to  him  who  died  his  precious  blood  for  us, 
they  fruftrate  the  end  intended  by  their  million. 
This  certainly  is  to  fhew  us  the  vaniry  of  fublunary 
objedts,  and  to  convince  us  where  we  ought  to  fix 
our  hope  and  dependence  *,  for  furely  nothing  diort 
of  Omnipotence  is  to  be  relied  on  in  fuch  a  time  of 
trial !  In  vain  would  it  now  be  for  the  wicked,  and 
thofe  that  know  not  God,  to  call  on  the  mountains 
and  hills  to  fall  upon  them,  and  cover  them  from 
the  frown  of  him  who  hath  arifen  to  vifit  this  city 
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with  his  righteous  judgments.  His  eye  fees  through 
the  moft  impenetrable  gloom,  and  pervades  the 
whole  univerfe :  therefore,  well  might  one  for¬ 
merly  exclaim,  “  If  I  afcend  up  into  heaven,  thou 
art  there :  if  I  make  my  bed  in  hell,  behold  thou 
art  there.  If  I  take  the  wings  of  the  morning,  and 
dwell  in  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  fea ;  even  there 
(hall  thy  hand  lead  me,  and  thy  right  hand  fhall 
hold  me.”  Convinced  I  am  that  there  is  no  evading 
his  all-fearching  eye,  and  that  the  light  and  the 
darknefs  are  alike  to  him.  May  the  end  propofed 
by  thefe  awful  judgments  be  perfected  in  me,  and 
a  firm  reliance  be  raifed  on  that  power  which  alone 
is  able  to  fuflain  all,  under  every  difficulty  : 
then  although,  for  the  probation  and  trial  of  faith, 
more  keen  and  preffing  afflictions  may  be  fuffered 
to  attend,  if  faith  be  but  votichfafed  to  truj}>  we 
fhall  not  be  afraid  ((  for  the  arrow  that  flieth  by 
day,  nor  for  the  peftilence  that  walketh  in  dark¬ 
nefs.”  Then  fhall  every  frefh  proving  convince  us, 
that  whatever  trials  are  permitted  to  attend  the 
righteous,  they  but  ferve  to  drive  them  deeper  and 
deeper,  until  they  at  lafh  are  centered  on  that  rock, 
from  which  no  ftorm  is  able  to  fhake  them,  to  their 
damage :  but  in  the  midft  of  the  keeneft  provings, 
they  will  be  enabled  to  fay,  “  Though  he  flay  me, 
yet  will  I  trull  in  him  !  ” 

Third  day,  the  ill  of  the  loth  Month. — This  is, 
indeed,  a  day  of  proving  \  not  very  well  myfelf,  my 
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children  complaining  ;  fears  from  without*  and 
trials  within.  Oh  !  for  the  firm  truft,  the  unihaken 
confidence,  in  that  impregnable  ftrength  which  is 
able  to  refcue  from  the  jaws  of  the  devourer  ! — ■ 
((  Who,”  faid  one  formerly,  66  is  he  that  will  harm 
you,  if  ye  be  followers  of  that  which  is  good  ?  99 
This  Heady  truft  and  firm  reliance,  is  what  I  with, 
and  feek  the  attainment  of;  but  I  fee  clearly,  if 
they  are  ever  come  at,  it  muft  be  by  the  divine 
afliftance  ;  nothing  fhort  of  this  will  avail :  on  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  the  power  of  Omnipotence,  ought 
our  hope  to  be  anchored.  (i  Some  truft  in  chariots* 
and  fome  in  horfes  fome  in  the  phyficians  ,  but* 
O  my  foul !  do  thou  retire  within ;  there  feek  for 
help  ;  for  there,  if  thou  at  all  findeft  it,  thou  muft 
find  what  will  fupport  in  a  trying  time,  which  will 
foon  overtake :  rely  upon  this,  and  thou  wilt  not 
be  difappointed ;  for  none  ever  trailed  in  God  and 
was  confounded ;  or  depended  on  his  holy  all-fuf- 
taining  arm,  and  was  made  eternally  defolate. 
Lift  up,  then,  thy  head  in  hope,  and  wait  upon 
the  Lord,  who  never  faid  to  the  wreftling  feed  of 
Jacob,  “  Seek  ye  my  face  in  vain.” 

Fifth  day,  the  3d. — Much  of  my  time,  of  late, 
has  been  fpent  under  a  ferious  folid  consideration 
of  the  awfulnefs  of  the  prefent  difpenfation  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  city;  and  ftrong 
have  been  my  breathings  to  the  Lord,  for  prefer- 
vation  under  every  difpenfation  that  his  all-wife 
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Providence  may  allot  to  me ;  that  however  his 
hand  may  be  laid  upon  me,  it  may  tend  to  my 
refinement  from  the  dregs  of  the  fiefh,  and  the 
wiilings  of  the  carnal  mind  ;  and  that  I  may  have 
my  own  will  entirely  broken  down,  as  to  chufing 
this  or  that  for  myfelf  or  mine :  for  indeed  we  are 
poor  fhort  lighted  beings,  and  know  nothing  as  to 
the  defigns  and  purpofes  of  an  all-gracious  Provi¬ 
dence,  whofe  will  is  our  fandbification.  He  is  all¬ 
wife,  juft  and  good  in  his  difpenfations  to  mankind; 
and  whether  he  afflicts  or  comforts,  we  have  great 
reafon  to  believe  it  is  all  in  wifdom,  and  for  their 
good,  if  they  do  but  make  a  right  ufe  of  them. 

-  Although  but  very  few  attended,  we  had  a  com¬ 
fortable  meeting  this  day ;  and  fome  lively  exhort¬ 
ations  there  exprefied,  tended  much  to  my  en¬ 
couragement  to  perfeverance  in  the  purfuit  above- 
mentioned,  and  in  a  willing  fubmifiion  to  every 
difpenfation  of  an  all-wife  Providence,  who  governs 
the  world  with  uncontroulable  power,  and  wills 
the  fandbification  of  all.  But  how  can  we  expedb  a 
conftant  holding  out  of  the  cup  of  bleffings,  if  we 
fet  light  by  them,  and  in  many  inftances  trample 
on  the  mercies  and  loving-kindnefs  of  an  all-gracious 
God,  who  hath  declared  that  he  will  be  fought 
unto,  and  that  by  the  whole  houfe  of  Ifrael.  Are 
there  not  many  who  curfe  and  fwear,  living  in 
wantonnefs  and  lafcivicufnefs,  in  chambering  and 
drunkennefs  r  “  Shall  I  not  vifit  for  thefe  things  ? 
faith  the  Lord  :  and  mall  not  my  foul  be  avenged 
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on  fuch  a  nation  as  this  ? 99  Therefore,  when  the 
Lord  arifes  to  fhake  terribly  the  earth  and  earthly- 
hearts,  it  is  our  duty  to  fubmit  patiently,  and  wait 
in  refignation,  until  the  indignation  be  overpafh 
Wait  therefore,  O  my  foul !  in  true  refignation, 
until  that  time  come  \  and  fee  whether  he  will  be 
pleafed  to  have  mercy  on  thee  ! 

Sixth  day,  the  4th.- — What  {hall  I  render  unto 
the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits  !  benefits  indeed  un¬ 
numbered,  and  innumerable  from  day  to  day  !  The 
greatefl  of  all.  in  this  trying  day,  is  the  vouchfafing 
fometimes  a  ray  of  his  prefence,  accompanied  with 
a  hope  that  all  will  be  well,  let  his  judgments  turn 
as  they  may.  I  hope  all  will  be  well  to  thofe  who 
make  a  right  ufe  of  them,  and  in  patience  poflefs 
their  fouls :  for  indeed,  when  we  fee  and  hear  fo 
much  of  death  all  around  us,  what  but  his  holy 
prefence  can  keep  the  foul  from  defpondency  ? 
What  keep  it  from  finking  into  the  gulf  of  defpair, 
but  the  enlivening  hope,  that  ihould  the  end  of  all 
things  be  near  at  hand,  a  place  is  prepared  for 
the  righteous,  out  of  the  noife  of  archers  ;  where 
nothing  that  worketh  abomination,  or  maketh  a  lie, 
can  ever  enter,  to  difturb  or  annoy,  after  the  blef- 
fed  fentence  is  pronounced,  Come,  ye  bleffed 
Ye  who  have  not  denied  my  name  on  earth,  come 
ye  into  the  manfions  prepared  for  all  thofe  who 
have  confeffed  my  name  before  men :  for,  as  I  have 
long  fince  declared,  them  will  I  confefs  alfo  before 
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my  Father  and  Iiis  holy  angels.  A  blelfed  fen- 
tence  this  !  that  will  abundantly  overbalance  all 
the  toils  and  facrifices  which  any  may  have  buffered 
or  made  in  compliance  with  their  duties ;  for  to 
the  longed:  liver  time  is  fhort,  and  the  end  of  all 
things  is  at  hand ;  therefore  prepare  to  meet  the 
Lord  in  the  way  of  his  coming. 

*  •  i 

Firfl  day,  the  6th. — “  Shall  we  receive  good  at 
the  hand  of  the  Lord  and  “  {hall  we  not  receive 
evil  alfo,”  may  with  great  propriety  be  added. 
The  mind  of  man  is  fo  prone  to  a  lethargic  hupidity, 
and  infenfibility  of  the  many  favours  bellowed  by 
an  all-wife  Creator,  that  were  it  not  for  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  rod,  as  well  as  the  Half,  there 
would  be  a  danger  of  his  wholly  forgetting  the 
God  that  made  him,  and  the  rock  which,  all  his 
life  long,  has  fuhained  him.  David,  under  full 
convidlion,  could  fay,  t(  Thy  rod,  and  thy  Itaff, 
they  comfort  me knowing  the  need  of  the  one, 
.  as  well  as  of  the  other,  to  keep  the  mind  from 
ftraying  from  the  fountain  and  fource  of  all  good. 
How  frail  and  liable  to  llray,  are  moll  people  while 
in  a  hate  of  uninterrupted  profperity :  how  likely 
to  fall  into  the  fin  of  “  denying  the  Lord  that 
bought  them,”  and  to  be  tempted  to  fay,  if  not  in 
words,  yet  in  the  expreflive  language  of  conducl, 
Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  Ihould  fear  him  ?  or. 
What  is  he,  that  I  Ihould  pray  to  him  ?  But  when 
he  difcovers  himfelf  asa  a  confuming  fire,  all,  if 
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lie  but  fay  the  word,  would  become  as  Hubble ; 
if  it  were  not  for  his  adorable  mercy,  we 
fhould  quickly  perilh,  and  our  names  be  blotted 
out  from  the  book  of  remembrance ;  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  this,  and  remain  indifferent,  would  be 
the  height  of  folly,  and  little  fhort  of  that  infen- 
fibility  and  obduracy  which  lead  to  perdition.  May 
I  then  be  favoured  to  quicken  my  pace  towards 
perfedlion  5  and  with  a  thankful  mind  for  all  the 
mercies  vouchfafed  to  me  all  my  life  long,  which 
indeed  have  been  many,  bow  in  humble  gratitude, 
and  render  the  tribute  of  worfhip,  adoration  and 
praife  !  Still  trufting  in  his  all-wife  Providence, 
that  he  will  not  fuffer  thofe,  whofe  faith  is  in 
him  alone,  to  be  tempted,  tried,  or  proved,  more 
than  he  will  give  flrength  to  bear ;  but  that  he  will 
make  a  way  to  efcape  the  dreadful  gulf  of  defpon- 
dency,  and  fet  their  feet,  fooner  or  later,  on  the 
rock,  Chrift  Jefus  ,  againfl  which  the  gates  of  hell 
{hall  never  be  able  to  prevail.  Amen  !  fo  be  it, 
faith  my  foul ! 

Sixth  clay,  the  1  ith. — In  looking  over  the  occur¬ 
rences  of  a  few  days  pall,  great  gratitude  and  ad¬ 
miration  fill  my  heart,  to  the  Giver  of  every  good 
and  perfedl  gift :  and  the  fdent  language  of  “  What 
fhall  I  render  unto  the  Lord  for  all  his  benefits 
towards  me,”  arifes  fpontaneoully  and  often ;  for 
indeed  his  goodnefs  to  me  and  mine  is  great,  and 
pall  all  human  comprehenfion.  And  although  his 
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chaftifing  rod  is  lightly  laid  on  fome  part  of  my 
family,  fecret  prayers  arife  that  he  will  not  afflict 
more,  or  lay  greater  burdens  than  he  will  give 

ability  to  bear  \  and  a  fecret  hope  alfo,  that  with 

the  affliction  he  will  make  a  way  to  efcape,  or  that 
we  may  be  enabled  to  bear  it.  He  is  affuredly  a 
merciful  God ;  and  in  the  depth  of  reverence  my 
foul  afpires  after  ability  to  render  unto  him  his 
due,  which  for  ever  is  honour,  majefty  and  glory! 
He  clothes  himfelf  with  thefe  attributes  *,  and  ob- 
ferves  us  in  impenetrable  darknefs,  as  in  the 

brighteft  day :  the  darknefs  and  the  light  are  alike 
to  him  *,  nothing  can  elude  his  omniprefence  or  his 
omnipotence  of  this  I  have  not  the  leaft  doubt. 

Juft  and  true  thou  art,  O  Lord  !  and  righteous 
in  all  thy  ways  !  I  willingly  fubmit  myfelf  to  thy 
care  and  protection ;  finding  that  all  other  com¬ 
forters  are  of  no  value,  nor  any  other  ftay  worthy 
to  be  trufted  to,  or  leaned  upon  ! - 


[To  thefe  Meditations  (found  after  his  deceafe)  the 
writer  does  not  appear  to  have  made  any  ad¬ 
dition  :  on  Third  day,  die  15th,*  he  was  himfelf 
attacked  by  the  prevalent  difeafe,  and  died  011 
the  2 1  ft.] 

*  On  this  day  a  refrefhing  rain  fell,  and  with  the  cool  weather 
which  preceded,  appeared  to  give  the  firft  check  to  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  the  diforder,  as  reported  by  a  letter  from  the  Mayor  of 
Philadelphia,  to  the  Mayor  of  New  York,  dated  October  17, 
1793. 
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The  following  MEMOIR  was  fubjoined  by  his 

afflicted  Widow, 

The  foregoing  Meditations  were  written  by  my 
dear  hufband,  during  the  awful  vibration  of  great 
ficknefs  and  mortality,  with  which  this  city  was 
then  afflidled.  The  difeafe  made  its  firft  appear-- 
ance  about  the  beginning  of  the  8th  Month,  1793* 
and  continued  to  carry  off  great  numbers,  until 
about  the  25  th  of  the  10th  Month,  when  it  mar¬ 
vellously  abated,  without  any  apparent  caufe,  but 
the  merciful  interposition  of  a  gracious  God,  who 
afflicts  not  willingly,  nor  grieves  the  children  of 
men.  During  the  time  above-mentioned,  my  be¬ 
loved  hufband  was  among  the  number  of  thofe 
called  away ;  and  I  believe,  with  others  of  our 
dear  friends,  taken  from  the  evil  to  come,  in 
mercy  to  themfelves,  however  trying  to  fome  of 

us  that  are  left. - He  was  taken  unwell  the 

15  th  of  the  10th  Month,  and  continued  fo  for 
feveral  days ;  not  feeming  to  be  violently  ill. 
He  expreffed  very  little  in  the  time  of  his  illnefs  ; 
but  appeared  to  be  in  a  quiet,  refigned  frame  of 
mind  \  faying  that  he  felt  calm  and  compofed,  and 
that  he  was  thankful  for  it.  On  being  afked  how 
he  felt,  his  common  anfwer  was,  “  Calm  and  com¬ 
pofed,”  or  iS  Calm  and  eafy 5”  not  complaining  of 
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much  pain  throughout  his  illnefs.  He  departed 
this  life  in  the  evening  of  the  2ift  of  the  ioth 
Month,  1793?  aged  49  years,  5  months,  and  10 
days  ;  having  appeared  as  one  in  a  natural  deep 
for  feveral  hours  ;  and  in  this  quiet  date  he  went 
off.  At  the  awful  time,  I  was  favoured  to  believe 
he  was  taken  to  his  everlafting  reft  :  for  which  be¬ 
lief,  with  all  other  favours  from  a  merciful  and 
gracious  Creator,  I  defire  to  render  thanks  to  Him, 
who  only  and  alone  can  fupport  under  fo  ciofe  a 
trial  as  a  feparation  of  this  kind. 

He  was  a  fincere  hearted  man  *,  a  tender,  affec¬ 
tionate  hufband  and  parent ;  carefully  watching 
over  his  offspring  for  good,  exampling  them  to 
diligence  in  the  attendance  of  meetings,  and  in  fo- 
briety  and  plainnefs  of  appearance ;  careful  not  to 
difhonour  the  profeflion  he  was  making  to  the 
world  j  a  lover  of  truth,  and  of  them  who  laboured 
for  its  profperity.  He  had  attended  our  meeting 
on  the  firft-day  morning  (the  13th),  before  he  was 
•  taken  unwell ;  and  expreffed  his  fatisfadlion  in 
having  been  at  it,  although  very  fmall  and  filent. 
My  lofs,  and  that  of  my  dear  children,  is  unfpeak- 
ably  great :  but  He  that  gave  him  to  me,  knows 
belt  how  to  dilpofe  of  us  ;  and  I  defire,  through 
all,  to  praife  his  name,  who  is  alone  worthy.  My 
earned  defire  for  my  dear  children  is,  that  the  God 
of  their  dear  father  may  be  their  God ;  and  that 
they  may  be  favoured  to  pafs  through  life,  with  as 
clean  a  character  as  he  hath  done. 
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I  think  it  right  to  add  thefe  remarks  for  the 
benefit  of  my  beloved  little  children,  who  were  not 
old  enough  to  be  acquainted  with  the  circumftances 
at  the  time ;  and  I  think  they  are  alfo  due  to  the 
memory  of  my  dear  hufband. 

MARY  CRESSON. 

Philadelphia, 

the  27th  of  the  3d  Month,  1794. 


THE  END* 


W »  Phillips ,  Printer^  Georgt>pQrd)  Lomhurd-htreeti 
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